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Synopsis

"Edith Bruck tells the story of the ’Lager’ with the inherent strength of a wounded animal and in
confronting the unbearable sadness of it closes the account and does not surrender to the

voidA¢a -AlUnforgettable testimony."A¢a -4 *Primo Levi"With a style both warm and spare, Edith
Bruck recreates the hardships of her existence as a Jewish child in Hungary before the Holocaust,
the horrors of her time in the camps, and the protracted pain and disorientation of her lonely return
to ‘'normal’ life after the war. Her readers will marvel at her ability to perceive good as well as evil in
those who preyed upon her. This is a beautiful book."A¢a -a *Susan Zuccotti, author of The Italians
and the HolocaustPassover, 1944. Edith Bruck’s family sits in a darkened kitchen isolated from the
other villagers by the black cloth on the window, their poverty, and their Judaism. Her mother
explains that the Germans have reached their Hungarian villageA¢a -4 «that they will soon have to
endure more than the cries of "Jewstink" and the deprivations that have been their lot for months.
The next morning twelve-year-old Edith is roused by shouts of "Wake up! Outside! Quickly! | give
you five minutes, you animals!"In this memaoir, Bruck tells the story of her imprisonment in
Auschwitz, Dachau, and Bergen-Belsen. She and her older sister endure almost untellable horrors,
and hunger so savage that the author tells of ripping bread from another’s teeth. The end of the war
brings freedom but little security. With no parents and no home, she moves from country to country,
from household to household, and from relationship to relationship. In search of peace she and
other family members immigrate to Israel, but even there peace eludes her. Bruck avoids both
sentimentality and cynicism; she sees with clarity and passion, learns what she needs to survive,
and catalogs other lessons for future use. At the end of Who Loves You Like This, she leaves Israel
for Rome, where she lives today. In another country and in a foreign language, she finds the words
to describe her lifeA¢a —a swithout homeland, family, or native language.Edith Bruck has lived in
Rome since 1954. She is the author of several novels, collections of short stories, and volumes of
poetry. She writes for radio and television and has directed several films. Bruck’s worksA¢a -4 «for
which she has won numerous literary prizesA¢a -4 *have been translated from the original Italian
into Dutch, German, Swedish, and Hungarian.Who Loves You Like This is Bruck’s first work to be

translated into English.
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Customer Reviews

"Edith Bruck tells the story of the ’Lager’ with the inherent strength of a wounded animal and in
confronting the unbearable sadness of it closes the account and does not surrender to the
void&#133;Unforgettable testimony."&#151;Primo Levi"With a style both warm and spare, Edith
Bruck recreates the hardships of her existence as a Jewish child in Hungary before the Holocaust,
the horrors of her time in the camps, and the protracted pain and disorientation of her lonely return
to 'normal’ life after the war. Her readers will marvel at her ability to perceive good as well as evil in
those who preyed upon her. This is a beautiful book."&#151;Susan Zuccotti, author of The Italians
and the Holocaust"Edith Bruck tells the story of the 'Lager’ with the inherent strength of a wounded
animal and in confronting the unbearable sadness of it closes the account and does not surrender
to the voidA¢a -A|Unforgettable testimony."A¢a -4 ¢Primo Levi "With a style both warm and spare,
Edith Bruck recreates the hardships of her existence as a Jewish child in Hungary before the
Holocaust, the horrors of her time in the camps, and the protracted pain and disorientation of her
lonely return to 'normal’ life after the war. Her readers will marvel at her ability to perceive good as
well as evil in those who preyed upon her. This is a beautiful book."A¢a -a ¢Susan Zuccotti, author

of The ltalians and the Holocaust

Edith Bruck has lived in Rome since 1954. She is the author of several novels, collections of short
stories, and volumes of poetry. She writes for radio and television and has directed several films.
Bruck’s worksA¢a -4 «for which she has won numerous literary prizesA¢a -a shave been
translated from the original Italian into Dutch, German, Swedish, and Hungarian. Who Loves You

Like This is Bruck’s first work to be translated into English.

It seems strange to say "l Love it" about a book as horrifyingly painful as this. If offered "powerful" as



| choice | would have indicated that. | am only part way through...to the author’s liberation from the
death camp...but know now that | must continue...and can continue. There have been moments
when | feel like | could be reading the "rest" of Anne Frank’s diary had she survived.This book

deserves a wider audience.

This is a horrifying personal account of a young girl's experience of the holocaust. She tells her
story in direct and unadorned language, simply relating each experience as it occurred. We watch
her childhood stripped from her and her belief in humanity almost broken. But Bruck observes her
experiences with an acute and truthful eye - she speaks the unspeakable, revealing how under the
worst human conditions, kindness and love so rarely shine through. We are faced with unpalatable
truths about how close to the surface our savage natures lie. This book should be read for its

uncompromising honesty, and the extraordinary story it tells.

Who Loves You Like This is a powerful, moving account of a woman’s experience during World War
Il and the years just after it, covering her life in Eastern Europe, in a concentration camp, and in

Israel.
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